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American Institute Of Architecture Students 
National Office 
1735 New York Ave. NW,  
Washington, D.C. 20006 
 
November 20, 2016 
 
To members of the selection committee, 
 
It is with much enthusiasm that I write in support of Ryan Cusack’s application to serve as 
President on the 2017-2018 National Board of Directors of the American Institute of 
Architecture Students. I am in my second year as the faculty advisor of AIAS at NJIT and it has 
been thrilling to be involved with such an engaged group of designer-citizens led by Ryan’s 
sterling example. Within the  School of Architecture at NJIT, the AIAS chapter is an incredibly 
active force. The organization plays many of the roles that a conventional student government 
would: interacting with the school’s administration; providing and managing support and 
production infrastructure; facilitating workshops; developing outreach opportunities; planning 
social events; and organizing other enrichment activities. In addition to these things, the chapter 
is active in supporting its members through inventively engaging in AIAS programs, including an 
award-winning Freedom By Design chapter, enthusiastic participation at national and regional 
conferences, and energetic support of professional development opportunities. Taken together, 
these activities and accomplishments reflect the NJIT chapter’s crucial role within the institution 
and demonstrate the ambition, enthusiasm, and resourcefulness of a group of students full of 
promise as future leaders in the field. Ryan’s leadership in the chapter has been fundamental in 
growing the organization, increasing its involvement with the school of architecture, and, most 
importantly, securing the chapter’s future through an investment of time and energy into its 
governance infrastructure.   
 
Within the numerous contributions listed above, I would like to single out a few because I think 
they are emblematic of the qualities that make this organization unique and are evidence of 
Ryan’s leadership talents. As a large public school of architecture in a state with limited resources, 
the AIAS chapter plays a fundamental role in supporting our students’ efforts. Under Ryan’s 
leadership, the chapter oversees and maintains the Print Room, including several plotters, 
printers, usually running at full capacity and providing a service that the school depends on to 
meet its educational goals. In 2016, the AIAS opened the 3D Print Lab which has had a 
dramatic impact on the design culture of the school, especially around the engagement of digital 
production tools. Where other schools might organize this internally or contract with a third 
party provider, at the NJIT School of Architecture, this is done entirely through student 
volunteer labor. By doing it this way, aside from demonstrating a remarkable commitment to the 
school’s culture, AIAS members also acquire significant management and project-based 
experience that is difficult to find within a traditional classroom setting. That undergraduate 



students would have the wherewithal to take on such responsibilities is a testament to their 
dedication, commitment, and enthusiasm. Moreover, as the chapter president, Ryan understands 
the manifold benefits of such conditions and has gone out of his way to help create such 
opportunities for his fellow students.  
 
While the Print Room functions as a necessary piece of institutional infrastructure, the AIAS 
Shop provides a crucial piece of social infrastructure. Also operating under Ryan’s guidance and 
functioning as café, supply shop, and meeting place, the recently opened Shop fills a significant 
gap within the life of the school. While there are other food sources on campus, the difference 
between such a place within the building and one fifteen minutes away means that students can 
minimize disruption to their work while also getting to know other members of the school’s 
community. Like the Print Room and 3D Print Lab, the Shop is run entirely by volunteers.  
 
The NJIT Chapter of the AIAS provides other forms of social infrastructure in its efforts to help 
grow the community here. They actively host design workshops in which upper level students 
meet with more junior students to share ideas and suggestions for their projects. Likewise, 
recurring tool-based seminars and workshops allow students to teach other students in efforts to 
remain current with contemporary applications. Even though we are only a short ride from New 
York City, the demands of each semester can sometimes make it difficult for students to take 
advantage of this resource. AIAS plays an important role here as well by organizing office visits, 
cultural excursions, and social activities. Not only does this broaden students intellectual horizons, 
it is also a reminder of the importance of maintaining a healthy life balance. In terms of 
professional development and support, the NJIT chapter of the AIAS facilities IDP 
opportunities, portfolio workshops, meetings with practitioners, mock interviews, and other 
forms of support and peer mentorship designed to help our students find rewarding and 
stimulating positions during summers and upon graduating.  
 
The NJIT chapter of AIAS Freedom by Design is an especially exciting arm of the organization 
that has undertaken initiatives with a broad reach and with an emphasis on public spaces, 
economic disparity, and education. These projects have allowed the chapter to develop a more 
entrepreneurial sensibility with which they both seek out projects but also through which they 
have been able to launch their own projects (like the DIY Emergency Handbook). Through their 
inclusive and public nature, these FBD projects expand the possibilities of the organization’s 
mission while creating more opportunities for students to get involved with substantial projects at 
a range of scales. This is a positive model for the FBD program in general because it presents new 
audiences with whom to share the transformative potential of design. While the NJIT chapter of 
FBD continues to pursue efforts to help individuals, they are commendably inclusive and creative 
in finding ways to provide architectural services to their communities. As a further testament to 
Ryan’s effectiveness as president, he is able to create a space for such success to flourish. 
 
Ryan has demonstrated an understanding that leadership is about looking beyond one’s own term 
to improve the strength of the institution as a whole. He understands the potential impact of the 
AIAS and is not afraid to tackle some of the mundane and, at times, tedious tasks of governance 
in order to provide the stability necessary to grow the organization. These tasks include updating 
and amending the chapter’s constitution, securing standing within the university as a whole, and 
working to ensure a smooth transition for the next group of leaders. On top of that, Ryan 
continues to be a dedicated mentor to incoming first year students. He is also  an outstanding 
design student in his own right.  



The NJIT chapter of the AIAS—thanks largely to Ryan’s effort, dedication, engagement, and 
selfless leadership stlye—is an integral part of the School of Architecture. In short, it keeps the 
place running. The chapter’s energy and enthusiasm are as boundless as they are contagious. For 
incoming students, they provide models of emerging architects with commitments to design, to 
the public, and to the health and well-being of themselves and their community. As a member of 
the faculty here, I am grateful to them for their efforts and inspired everyday by their presence. I 
am incredibly hopeful for the future architectural world in which these talented and selfless 
people are its leaders.   
 
It has been an honor to work with the AIAS over the past year and a half this year and I plan to 
continue supporting them however I can. Ryan has proven himself to be an outstanding leader 
and I have no doubts that he will continue to work untiringly to improve the world around him. 
AIAS National would be lucky to have him and I know he would take full advantage of the 
chance to grow in this new position. I recommend him highly and without any reservations. 
 
 
 
Sincerely,  

  
Jesse LeCavalier 
Assistant Professor, College of Architecture and Design 
jlc@njit.edu 



RYAN CUSACK

EDUCATION New Jersey Institute of Technology, Newark, NJ
Bachelor of Architecture, 2017 & Albert Dorman Honors College Scholar
Recipient of Dean’s List Scholar Award, 2012-2017

   2012
 -2017

PROFESSIONAL Intern Architect, PKSB Architects, New York, NY   2011
 -2016

B.Arch, 2017  .  New Jersey Institute of Technology
(570) 352 - 5317   .   ryancusack993@gmail.com

Participate in all phases of the design and construction process on a 
wide range of project scale, producing drawings, graphic presenta-
tion material, digital 3D models, renderings, and physical models 
Participate in design meetings within the office as well as meetings 
with project consultants and contractors
Worked on construction administration of multiple NYC School 
Construction Authority projects, including: submittal processing and 
review, construction phase sketches, compilation of deficient 
construction items into an architectural punchlist
Worked on multiple landmarks projects requiring review and approv-
al of the NYC Landmarks Preservation Commission
Conducted site visits and surveys for projects of varying scale to 
recreate existing conditions drawings

Studio Assistant, NJIT Learning Communities, Newark, NJ   2014
 -2017 Assisted First Year Architecture Students with hand drafting skills and 

basic computer programs
Worked with students in developing their individual design process
Helped students design ideas graphically and provided tips on how 
to present accurately 
Met with first year studio faculty weekly and developed a healthy 
studio culture for students
Helped students develop time management skills necessary for 
success in architecture school
Held academic study sessions and social events for students 
Acted as a liaison between students, faculty, and University staff

ASSOCIATIONS &
AFFILIATIONS

AIAS New Jersey Institute of Technology, NJIT, Newark, NJ
American Institute of Architecture Students

   2012
 -2017

Chapter President, 2015-2017
- Serve as the spokesperson and primary administrator of the Chap-
ter, representing AIAS internally within NJIT and externally
- Coordinate the efforts of a 26 person Board of Directors, including 
4 Executive Officers and 22 Committee Directors
- Execute a robust variety of Chapter Programming, including 
Professional, Social, and Service events
- Operate 3 services within the school - a Printing Room, 3D Printing 
Lab, and Food & Supply Shop - engaging student volunteers with the 
goal of raising funding for chapter programming
- Saw the creation of the 3D Printing Lab from its inception, seam-
lessly integrating the service into the school and our AIAS operations
- Developed and maintained connections with AIA NJ, AIA Newark & 
Suburban, AIA NJ Emerging Professionals Community, and AIA 
Emerging New York Architects



RYAN CUSACK B.Arch, 2017  .  New Jersey Institute of Technology
(570) 352 - 5317   .   ryancusack993@gmail.com

- Organized and executed a school-wide dance, bringing together 
students from all design majors
- Audited our Chapter Constitution and facilitated the process of 
completing all necessary revisions and amendments
- Worked to see AIAS become a student senate recognized organiza-
tion at NJIT
- Secured funding for Forum, Grassroots, and Quad conferences 
creating opportunities for many of our members to attend these 
events
- Doubled our chapter membership from 2015 to 2016
- Focused on the efforts of our Freedom By Design chapter and 
expanding FBD’s programming and outreach

Communications Director, 2014-2015
- Created promotional material for Chapter programming and events

American Institute of Architecture Students   2016
 -2017 AIAS Governance Committee, 2016-2017

- Tasked to revise the Vision Statement and Core Values of the 
American Institute of Architecture Students

Alpha Sigma Phi Fraternity, Alpha Rho Chapter, NJIT, Newark, NJ   2013
 -2017

Elly Matzko Memorial Prize   2016

Brotherhood Development Director, 2013-2014
- Provided chapter programming intended to foster brotherhood 
within the chapter

Membership Education Director, 2014-2016
- Led the new member education program for 4 new member 
classes
- Established the calendar of new member events

Sergeant-at-Arms, 2016-2017
- Chairman of the judicial body of the chapter, the Standards Board
- Uphold the rules and policies of the Fraternity as presented in the 
Constitution and Bylaws
- Assist the Marshal with all ritualistic ceremonies of the chapter
- Maintain order during all chapter meetings and rituals

HONORS &
AWARDS Awarded to a student displaying outstanding service to the College of 

Architecture and Design at NJIT

KSS Architects Endowed Scholarship   2014
Awarded to an architecture student entering 3rd year who has demonstrat-
ed excellence, a strong sense of initiative and excellent collaborative and 
interpersonal skills

India Travel Scholarship   2015
Based on a portfolio review, four students in their third year of the Bache-
lor's of Architecture program at the NJ School of Architecture are awarded 
a 2 week trip to India sponsored by NJIT and Abellon Clean Energy. The 
purpose of the trip is to acquaint a select group of students with Indian 
culture, architecture and the particular program and site for the Third Year 
project in the spring of 2015. Selected students serve as ambassadors for 
the third year class throughout the spring semester.   
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